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Spring Baptism 2013
March 17  |  Shelby-Kate Kosters, along 
with three others, made a public profession 
of their faith in Jesus Christ as their Lord 
and Savior. It was a great evening hearing 
of God’s work of grace through faith in His 
only Son. May-June 2013



TIME OF 
TRANSITION
by Ken Ramey              
Pastor-Teacher

Few people like change. I know I don’t. 
Change does not come easy to me. Once I 
find a meal I like, a car I like, an outfit I like, 
a hairstyle I like, a particular product I like, 
or a system of doing  something I like, it’s 
hard for me to deviate from it. But as you 
know, life is constantly changing. It seems 
like things here on earth are always in flux. 
That’s just the way life is. The Bible says, 

“There is a time for everything, and a 
season for every activity under the 
heavens: a time to be born and a 
time to die, a time to plant and a time 
to uproot, a time to kill and a time to 
heal, a time to tear down and a time 
to build,  a time to weep and a time to 
laugh, a time to mourn and a time to 
dance, a time to scatter stones and a 
time to gather them, a time to 
embrace and a time to refrain from 
embracing, a time to search and a 
time to give up, a time to keep and a 
time to throw away, a time to tear 
and a time to mend, a time to be 
silent and a time to speak, a time to 
love and a time to hate, a time for 
war and a time for peace....He has 
made everything beautiful in its 
time” (Ecclesiastes 3:1-8, 11).

In other words, between the time we are 
born and the time we die, we will experience 
a myriad of changes and transitions, both 
positive and negative, pleasant and painful, 
blessings and burdens, ups and downs, hills 
and valleys, etc. But we can have the 
confidence that nothing we experience ever 
happens by chance or coincidence. It’s all 
part of God’s predetermined plan for our 

lives and no matter how it unfolds we know 
He is in control and will cause all things to 
work out beautifully in the end (cf. Rom. 
8:28).

It’s been amazing to watch God’s sovereign 
plan for Lakeside Bible Church unfold over 
the past 13  years. From its birth at 
Montgomery Elementary School in 1999 
until today, God has been so good to us 
through the many changing seasons we 
have experienced. In these next two 
months, we will experience one of the 
biggest changes in the history of LBC. 

As you know, Adam Tyson,  who has served 
so well as our Associate Pastor of Students 
and Outreach for the past seven years, will 
be transitioning to another church to serve 
as a senior pastor. On one hand, it’s sad for 
me to think that this  is the last newsletter in 
which we will have the privilege of hearing 
Adam’s heart. He and his wife Lisa and their 
five sweet chi ldren have endeared 
themselves to all of us during their time with 
us.  It’s hard for me to imagine life at 
Lakeside without the Tyson family and 
without Adam faithfully  and loyally serving 
by my side. He has been nothing but a joy 
and a blessing to me and our entire church 
body. I know we are all going to really  miss 
Adam and his family. 

But in the midst of the sadness of having to 
say goodbye to dear friends and fellow 
servants, we are at the very same time 
experiencing the joy of welcoming  our new 
co-laborers in Christ, Billy and Cory Blakey. 
Once again, God has proven Himself faithful 
to provide us with a godly, gifted, humble, 
like-minded man to serve on our pastoral 
staff. And in His sweet providence, God has 
beautifully orchestrated this transition 
between Adam and Billy in ways that are 
truly above and beyond what we prayed for 
or even imagined. 

So even though I don’t like change, during 
this time of transition in the life of our 
church,  I find great hope and peace in the 
fact that God is so clearly controlling the 
comings and goings of His servants for His 
sovereign purposes. And I also have been 
extremely  thankful to God for granting us 
unity as a church body through this  time of 
transition which Satan could have so easily 
used to create division among us. I can’t tell 
you how much I and the Elders appreciate 
the confidence and trust you place in our 
leadership and for support ing and 
submitting to the decisions we make (cf. 
Heb. 13:17). We covet your continued 
prayers for us as we strive to wisely and 
biblically oversee and direct the future 
transitions that are bound to come in the life 
of our growing, maturing church. 

JUSTIFIED BY 
WHAT?
by Adam Tyson             
Associate Pastor | 
Student Ministries & Outreach

In the Reformed tradition that our church 
stands we all know that the answer to this 
question is, “By Faith Alone!” The gospel 
truth is there is nothing  you can do that 
would put you in right standing  with God. 
That’s why God is both “just and the justifier 
of the one who has his faith in Jesus” (Rom. 
3:26). So why did I ask the question, 
“Justified by what?” The answer is  James. 
James actually  wrote this verse which ought 
to make you take a double look, “You see 
that a person is justified by works and not 
by faith alone” (James 2:24).  What?  Justified 
by works? How could this be?

First of all let me say that James, our Lord’s 
brother wrote this epistle to confront those 
that had allowed the pendulum to swing too 
far in their thinking. You see, the apostle 
Paul wrote to confront those caught up in 

LA
K
ES
ID
El
if
e M

ay
-J

un
e 

20
13 RECOMMENDED RESOURCE  

The Hospitality Commands ! by Alexander Strauch

Christian hospitality is a very effective means of evangelism and of building a 
loving Christian community. It can help your church grow and to become a 
friendlier, more loving body. Unlike other books on hospitality, The Hospitality 
Commands expounds every Scripture on hospitality, explores all the Biblical 
examples, and then lists the biblical fruits of Christian hospitality. It also 
contains study questions and assignments for group study, making it an 
excellent resource for an adult Sunday school class or small group fellowship.
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works-righteousness legalism. In other 
words, the Judaizers Paul was addressing 
tried to make keeping  the Old Testament 
Law a means of their just ificat ion. 
Preforming the rite of circumcision, keeping 
the Sabbath, and following other rituals were 
confusing the gospel of grace. Therefore 
Paul’s  argument was, “You are saved by 
faith alone!” It was and is the right argument.

James,  on the other hand was confronting 
antinomian easy-believism. In his letter he is 
addressing professing  believers who 
claimed to have faith but had no works. 
James rightly  goes after their incorrect 
thinking  and writes, “What good is it, my 
brothers,  if someone says he has faith but 
does not have works? Can that faith save 
him?” (James 2:14).  That is the question at 
hand. Can you have a faith that saves but 
does not work?  The answer is a resounding 
NO!! Real faith—saving  faith—always works. 
It is impossible to have a faith that does not 
produce good works. The kind of faith that 
does not produce good works does not 
save. That is the whole purpose of the book 
of James.

James then gives three examples to prove 
his point. The first example is Abraham. 
Abraham was saved by believing (or we 
could say by having faith), and it was 
counted to him as righteousness (James 
2:23). However, Abraham still obeyed. He 
was still willing to sacrifice is son Isaac out 
of his obedience to God. This was evidence 
of his faith. The second example is Rahab. 
Rahab was nothing  like Abraham. Abraham 
was the father of the Jewish nation;  Rahab 
was a Gentile. Abraham was a Patriarch; 
Rahab was a prostitute. But in this they were 
alike—they both were saved by faith. Rahab 
is also listed in the Hall of Faith in Hebrews 
11. Furthermore, Abraham and Rahab both 
had a faith that worked. Abraham was 

willing to sacrifice his son while Rahab was 
instrumental providing shelter for and 
sending out the spies by another way 
(James 2:25).  The third example is the fact 
that the body without the spirit is dead 
(James 2:26). Have you ever been to a 
funeral? Have you ever seen a dead body? It 
is clear that there is no life in a corpse! In the 
same way faith without works is dead. Real 
faith— saving faith—genuine faith—always 
works!!!

So you are justified by what? A faith that 
works. It is faith alone that saves you but 
works which is obedience will always follow. 
Even John Calvin said,  “We are saved by 
faith alone, but not by a faith that is alone.” I 
pray that you would not be confused but 
convicted and encouraged by this glorious 
truth! We are saved by faith in the gospel. 
We are empowered by the gospel to do 
g o o d w o r k s w h i c h G o d p re p a re d 
beforehand, that we should walk in them 
(Eph. 2:8-10). Have you been saved by faith 
alone?  Do you see the evidence of your faith 
by how you live?  Are you resting in the 
power of the gospel that both saves you 
from your sin and strengthens you to work in 
Christ’s strength, in His  joy, until He returns? 
God help us at Lakeside to manifest a faith 
that works.

CHANGE IS 
GOOD
by Kelli Ramey              
Director | 
Women’s Ministries

“Change” isn’t always fun,  but often 
necessary. The foundation for “change” is 
making something  different. It’s no wonder 
most of us don’t enjoy change because we 

like things to stay just the way they 
are…..where it is most comfortable. Change 
requires work, sacrifice, giving, and pain 
many times. It affects our schedule, health, 
finances, and relationships. Just when we 
think things are going  well and we are 
settled, that unstable word enters our 
lives…. “change”. But, that was God’s plan 
from the beginning. He knew that a fallen, 
sinful human race would need many 
ordained changes in our lives to keep us 
running to Him, our never changing God! It’s 
our merciful reminder that we are not in 
charge!

However, we know that “God causes ALL 
things to work together for good” (Romans 
8:28). Paul said, “And I am sure of this, that 
He who began a good work in you will bring 
it to completion at the day of Jesus 
Christ” (Phil. 1:6). Change is good, 
especially when it comes from the hand of 
God! The greatest change someone 
experiences is being transformed by the 
saving grace of Jesus Christ. “But God, 
being rich in mercy, made us alive together 
with Christ…by grace you have been 
saved” (Eph. 2:4-5). Change also comes 
when we are made holy by His sanctifying 
work in our lives. As most of you know, our 
family has gone through many changes 
recently  with our son,  Jacob, being 
diagnosed with type 1 diabetes. Thank you 
for all your prayers! The initial shock is over, 
but our lives have not been the same since. 
The change is significant but good! We 
praise the Lord that He is using these 
changes to make us into the image of His 
Son, Jesus Christ, who went through the 
most difficult change on our behalf. “For our 
sake He made Him to be sin who knew no 
sin,  so that in Him we might become the 
righteousness of God.” (2 Cor. 5:21)  Without 
change we would never know the goodness 
of God….the One who never changes!!

3                                                                                                                                                          www.LakesideBibleChurch.org

MAY 19MAY 5

Annual Missions Banquet	
Time: 6:00pm
Location: Lakeside Bible Church
Cost: $25
Coordinator: Amy Jacobs | (936) 597-3449 

JUNE 8MAY 22

Family Fun Night
Time: 6:00-8:00pm
Location: Incredible Pizza Co. | Conroe, TX
Cost: $5 (Child) | $10 (Student) | $12 (Adult)
Details: Prices include food and play.

Tyson Family Farewell
Time: 6:00-8:00pm
Location: Lakeside Bible Church

High School Senior Celebration	
Time: 7:00pm
Location: Lakeside Bible Church
Coordinator: Adam Tyson
Details: Please bring a dessert. Dinner will not be provided.



Majesty Concert
Time: 7:00pm
Location: Lakeside Bible Church
Cost:  Free
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Weekly Schedule
  

  ● SUNDAY
 	 8:00am	 Worship Service
 	 9:30am	 Equipping Hour
 	 10:45am	 Worship Service

  

  ● WEDNESDAY
 	 6:30pm	 Nursery/Toddler Care
                    	 WOL Club 	 (Pre-K to 6th Grade)
	 	 220	 	 (Grades 7th-12th)
	 	 The Bridge 	 (Adults)

  

For information on upcoming events visit us at

www.LakesideBibleChurch.org

JUNE 9 JUNE 9

JUNE 12

JUNE 24-28
Ages: Entering Kindergarten - 6th Grade
Registration: Begins May 26 @ www.LakesideBibleChurch.org 

Summer Super Study Begins
Time: 6:30pm | Fellowship Supper @ 5:30pm
Location: Lakeside Bible Church

Life At Lakeside Begins
Time: Equipping Hour | 9:30am
Location: Lakeside Bible Church
Details: To sign up for this six week membership class, please 
pick up a packet in the foyer at Lakeside beginning May 12.

http://www.lakesidebiblechurch.org
http://www.lakesidebiblechurch.org
http://www.lakesidebiblechurch.org
http://www.lakesidebiblechurch.org

